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The Ha'tyah Poem
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A Brief Biography of Imam Ibn Abii
Dawid
His Name
He is the Imam, ‘Allamah, Hafiz, the Shaykh of Baghdad, Aba Bakr

‘Abdullah b. Sulayman b. al-Ash‘ath b. Ishaq b. Bashir b. ‘Amr b.

Imran al-Azdi al-Sijistani. He was well-known as Ibn Aba Dawiad.
His Birth and Upbringing
He was born in Sijistan in the year 230H.

Abii Bakr Ibn Abii Dawid said:

“I first began writing [Ahadith] from Muhammad b. Aslam al-
Tasi in the year 241H. He was in Tts; he was a righteous man.
My father was delighted when I recorded Ahadith from him,
and he said to me, ‘The first person you recorded hadith from

991

was a righteous man.

“I witnessed the funeral of Ishaq b. Rahawayh. He died in
238H. I was in the same school as his son.”

An example of his dedication and pursuit for knowledge is his
personal recollection of his days as a student. He said:

“I entered Kafah and I only had one Dirham in my possession,
so I bought thirty mudd of beans. I would eat from this and I

! Tarikh Baghdad (9/465).
2 Tabaqat al-Hanabilah (2/54).
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would write hadith from Aba Sa‘id al-Ashajj. The beans did
not run out until I had written thirty thousand hadith...”'

His Teachers

1. His father, Imam Aba Dawid, the compiler of Sunan Aba
Dawud

Ahmad. b. Salih

Muhammad b. Bashhar

Nasr b. ‘Ali

Muhammad b. Yahyd al-Dhuhli

AR oA

These are but few of his teachers.
Imam al-Dhahabi (51iz) stated:

“[He had] many teachers from Khurasan, Hijaz, Iraq, Egypt,
Sham, Asbahan and Persia.”™

His Students
Imam al-Dhahabi (53%) said:
“Many people narrated from him.”

From his students:

" Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala (13/223).
21bid., (13/222-223.)
3 Ibid.
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1. Ibn Hibban

2. Abi Ahmad al-Hakim

3. Abi Hafs Ibn Shahin

4. Abu al-Hasan al-Daraqtuni

5. Abi ‘Abdullah Ibn Battah
His Belief

Ibn Aba Dawad is from the Imams of Ahl al-Sunnah Wa al-Jama ah.
He was known for his adherence to the Qur’an and the Sunnah with
the understanding of the Companions, and his rejection of
innovations and the heterodox sects.

Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (%) mentioned Ibn Abii Dawiid among
the Imams of the Sunnah who affirmed that Allah is above the
creation, saying:

“Similarly, the Imam, the son of the rightful Imam Abu
Dawud, who was a person of understanding.

His writings in both poem and written form are clear
concerning the exemplary Sunnah. They are both two stars.”

The Ha’tyah poem is widely accepted by the scholars of Islam as a
classical text that clarifies a number of the core beliefs of Ahl al-
Sunnah. For example, Imam al-Ajurr (d. 360H) closed his book al-
Shari'ah, which is a comprehensive presentation of the beliefs of Al
al-Sunnah as opposed to the deviant sects, with the Ha’tyah poem of
Ibn Aba Dawid.

! Al—K@ﬁ'yyah al—Shﬁﬁyyah, p- 386-387, Dar ‘Alam al-Fawa’id.
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Imam al-Dhahabi also quoted the Ha'’iyah poem in his book al-Uli,
which he penned to establish that Allah is above the creation, in
accordance to the texts of the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

The Scholars Praise of Him'!
Al-Hifiz Abi Muhammad al-Khallal said:

“Ibn Abii Dawiid was the Imam of the people of Iraq.”
Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi said:

“He was a scholar, jurist and Hafiz [memorizer].”

Al-Dhahabi said:
“He was an ocean of knowledge.”
His Death
He died in the year 316H, and he was eighty-six years of age. He

left behind eight children (&iz5). His funeral was attended by
approximately three hundred thousand people or more.”

! Al-‘Allamah al-Mu‘allim1 — in Tankil (1/298) — defended Imam Ibn Abd
Dawiid from certain allegations made against him. He concluded that these
claims are unsubstantiated. Similarly, Imam al-Dhahabi defended this
renowned Imam in his book Mizan (2/436), saying: “I only mentioned him
to exonerate him.”

2 Siyar A'lam al-Nubala (13/224).

3 Tarikh Baghdad (9/464).

* Siyar A'lam al-Nubala (13/223).

5 Ibid., (13/231.
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An Overview of the Ha’Tyah Poem
The Topic

It clarifies 2 number of matters of core beliefs and fundamentals of
the religion.

The Ha’tyah Poem

It is called Ha’tyah because each line rhythmically ends in the letter

H ()
The Number of Lines

It consists of thirty-three lines of poetry. This is how it was
conveyed by the scholars who narrated the Ha'iyah poem from Ibn
Abii Dawud like Imam Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Ajurri and
others.

Some scholars added additional lines, which are not part of the
original poem. Al-Safarini, in his explanation to this poem entitled
Lawd'’ih al-Anwar al-Saniyah, highlighted some of these additions
and stated that they were added by the Imam Ibn al-Banna; and
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Razzaq highlighted others when he elaborated on
this matter and concluded that this poem, in its original form, is only
thirty-three lines.

Affirmation that Ha’tyah is the work of Ibn Abia Dawiad

1. Imam Abii Bakr Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Ajurri (d.
360H) said:
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“Abii Bakr Ibn Abit Dawiid read to us [i.e. the Ha'iyah poem]
in the Masjid al-Rasafah on Friday, with five days remaining
in Sha’ban 309H.”

2. ‘Ubaid Allah al-Faqth said:

“Abii Bakr Ibn Abii Dawiid read to us [Ha’iyah] from his

memory..."”

3. Al-Dhahabi said:

“This poem is widely narrated from its author. It was
narrated by al—Ajurﬁ, who wrote an explanation to it, and
Abii ‘Abdullah Ibn Battah.™

' Al-Shari‘ah (2563-2564), Dar al-W atan.
2 Tabaqat al-Hanabilah (2/53).
3 Mukhtasar al-Uli, p. 228.
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The Relevance of the Ha'Tyah Poem in Our Time

The scholars of the Salaf would pen books clarifying the core beliefs
of Islam based upon the verses of the Quran and the authentic
Sunnah. This creed would be presented as a written compilation or
a poem, which is known as a Manziimah in the Arabic language.
Poetry was used as it was easy for the student to retain and
memorize.

The written works would also vary in size. Some opted to present
these matters as concise points such as Imam Ahmad in his book Usiil
al-Sunnah [The Foundations of the Sunnah], while others opted to
write an extensive explanation of the fundamentals of Islam such as
Imam al-Ajurri in his book al-Shari‘ah.

A person may ask in our time: How is this relevant to me? Why are
we studying this poem in 2018?

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (iiz5) said:
“It was the practice of the scholars, who write concise treatises
in accordance to the doctrine of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama'ah,
that they cite what differentiates Ahl al-Sunnah from the
disbelievers and the innovators.”!

Therefore, the sincere scholars of the Sunnah, generation after
generation, would write these books to make it easy for the Muslim
to learn the correct Islamic creed, so that they can worship Allah
correctly, and to assist the regular person to recognize the people of
the Sunnah and thus be with them and recognize the people of
innovation and stay away from them.

! ‘Aqidah al—Asfahﬁnl—yah, p. 40.
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This is the path to salvation as Ibn Abt Dawad aptly stated:
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Hold tightly to the rope of Allah and the guidance. And do

not be an innovator, so that you might be successful.

And practice your religion based on the Book of Allah and the

Sunan which have come from the Messenger of Allah, so you
will be saved and earn reward.

It is important to grasp this point as there are some who may study
these books or even claim to be so-called specialists in matters of
creed, but totally oppose the Imams of Islam in their application of
the methodology of the Salaf. You find them lenient and apologetic
with groups or individuals who oppose these foundations and stern
and harsh with those who endeavour to adhere to these principles.

The above is the way of the Muslim Brotherhood who abide by the
principle invented by their founder:

“We unite upon what we agree, and we pardon one another
concerning the things in which we differ.”

This is in clear contradiction to the texts of the Qur’an, the Sunnah
and the understanding of the Salaf, as differing in matters of belief
and core fundamentals is unacceptable. Imam Ahmad clarified that
opposition in these areas is not tolerated:

“It is from the binding and mandatory Sumnah, which
whoever leaves a single matter from it has not accepted it, has
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not believed in it and is not from its people: faith in the Divine
Decree...™

The Muslim living in this time should analyse the callers and
teachers in light of the fundamentals documented in the books of
the Salaf like Ha’tyah. Those who call to this path and show
allegiance based upon this creed are truly upon the way of the Salaf.
However, those who base their allegiance upon newly formulated
ideas, groups or methodologies and disregard the importance of
these core tenets, then they have opposed the path of the Salaf.

This poem contains the belief of all the scholars of the Sunnah as Ibn
Abu Dawiid himself stated — as narrated by Ibn Battah — at the end
of the poem:

“This is my stance, the stance of my father, the stance of
Ahmad b. Hanbal, and the stance of those whom we met from
the people of knowledge and the stance of those whom we
did not meet but whose stance reached us. Whoever attributes

to me something different to this has surely lied.”

" Usiil al-Sunnah, point no. 12.
* Tabagat al-Hanabilah (1/54).
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Text of the Ha'Tlyah Poem
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1. Hold tightly to the rope of Allah and the guidance,
And do not be an innovator, so that you might be successful.
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2. And practice your religion based on the Book of Allah and
the Sunan which have come from the Messenger of Allah,
so you will be saved and earn reward.
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3. And say: The Speech of our great King is uncreated,
such was the religious position of the pious ones (before us) which

they clearly expressed.
55515 31 05 65055 g T 3 5

4. And do not be a person who takes no position on the
Qur’an, as did the followers of Jahm, and they had been too
lax (to take the right position).

£ Ll I8 5l A5 B AN Y,

5. And do not say that the Qur’an is created, meaning: its
recitation. Since the Speech of Allah, through its recitation,
is made clear.



Concise Notes On The Ha_’z_yah Poem

@%‘v\wu“y ) KWM“\JWJ—U

6. And say: Allah will make himself visible to the creation,
openly, just as the full moon is not hard to see, and your
Lord (will be seen) more clearly.
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7. And He was not born, nor has He fathered anyone, nor is
there anything similar to Him, exalted be the Glorified
One.
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8. A Jahmi rejects this; however, we have as a testimony to
the truth of what we say — a hadith that clarifies it.
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9.  Jarir narrated it from the words of Muhammad, so say
what he said about that, and you will be successful.
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10. And certainly, a Jahmi will deny His Right Hand as well,

while both of His Hands are giving out all kinds of
bounties.
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11. And say: The Ever-Compelling descends each night,
without asking how, magnificent is the One God and most
worthy of praise.
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12. Down to the lowest heaven, granting bounties from His
Grace, as the gates of the heavens are opened and spread
widely.
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13. He says: Is there anyone seeking forgiveness who would
like to meet a Forgiver? Or anyone seeking bounties of

goodness and provisions, so he could be given (what he
requests)?

14. A group have reported this whose reports are not to be
rejected, but sadly some have gone wrong and did not
believe them, marring themselves.
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15. And say: Indeed, the best of the people after Muhammad
were his two deputies of old, and then ‘Uthman, according
to the most correct position.
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16. And the fourth of them was the best of creation after them,
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‘Ali, the Companion of goodness, through goodness he was
successful.
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17. Those are the people, those who we have no doubt about.
Upon the great camels of Firdous, shining brightly and
roaming about.
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18, Said, Sa'd, Ibn ‘Awf, Talhah,
‘Amir of Fihr, and Zubayr the praiseworthy.
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19. And speak with the best terms about the Companions, all
of them. And do not be one who speaks ill of them,
pointing out their faults and criticizing.
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20. Since the clear Revelation has spoken of their excellence.
And in (Siirah) al-Fath are verses about the Companions,
praising them.
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21. And regarding the Divine Decree, be convinced, since it is
the pillar that combines many affairs of the Religion, and
the Religion encompasses much.
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22. And do not reject, out of ignorance, (belief in) Nakir and
Munkar, or the Pool or the Scales. Surely, you are being
advised sincerely.

A o St 0 i ) 825 05,

23. And say: Allah, the Great, will remove, from His Grace,
out of the Fire, people, burned severely, who will then be
tossed.
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24. Into the river in Firdous, wherein they will regain life by
its water, like a seed taken by a flood that comes and wipes
things away with its abundant water.
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25. And surely, the Messenger of Allah will intercede for the
creation. And speak about the punishment of the grave,
that it is the truth, made clear.
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26. And do not make Takfir of those who pray, even if they

commit sins. Since all of them commits sins, while the
Owner of the Throne forgives graciously.
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27. And do not hold a belief like that of the Khawarij, for it is
a position held by only those who desire it, and it is
destructive and disgraceful.

#5560 s Y,

28. And do not be a Murji, one who plays games with his
religion. Surely, the Murji is joking about the religion (i.e.
not taking it seriously).
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29. And say: Iman (faith) consists of statements, intentions (i.e.
belief of the heart) and actions, according to the explicit
statement of the Prophet.
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30. And it decreases sometimes, due to disobedience, and

sometimes, because of obedience it grows, and on the Scale
it will outweigh (other things).
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31. And keep yourself from the opinions of people and their
stances. Since the stance of the Messenger of Allah is more
befitting and comforting to the chest.

32. And do not be from those who play games with their
religion, attacking the people of hadith and reviling them.
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33. If you keep the belief contained within this poem all your
life, O my companion, you will be upon goodness, day and

night.'






